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difficulty and perhaps a little disappointment, for on his
journey to Jabrin he skirted the whole of the western fringe
of Jafura, which he thus found to be a long way north of the
ruins indicated by me. That the use of the name was an
error is ungainsayable, but the error was, I am convinced,
Jabir's not mine, though I may have been responsible for it
by pressing him to name a locality without realising that he
had in fact already given me the local name in Al Hadida,
His section of the Murra, the Buhaih, centres in effect on the
Jafura sands and in the circumstances he may have thought
in desperation that that name was good enough for such as
me.
In any case I was on that occasion left with the impression
of two quite distinct ancient sites in the Great South Desert
at a considerable distance apart. And I registered the hope
and intention of exploring them and other parts of the Empty
Quarter some day if possible. So far as I was concerned the
project rested there for many years and I heard no more of
the mysterious ruins which I could not forget. Meanwhile
Mr. Thomas had been hearing vaguely of the same things
during his sojourn in Oman, and at an early stage of his
journey of last year across the Rube al Khali he was shown
by his guides a broad band of caravan tracks leading north-
west out of the fringing steppe into the sands of Ramla
Shu'ait. That, he was told, was the road to Ubar.
His spelling of the word is interesting as showing what
purports to be the local pronunciation of his guides—men
of the Karb, 'Awamir and Kathir tribes, whose borderland
character may have exposed them to foreign linguistic
taints. The word itself is an impossible Arabic form, and
Mr. Thomas does not seem to have realised its obvious affinity
with the classical form of Wabar until the fact was pointed
out by me.1 Nevertheless there can be little or no doubt
that the legendary city of the sands, referred to in the classics
as Wabar or Aubar and in dialectical usage as tJbar or Obar,
is one and not many. This point indeed scarcely admits of
argument, though it is obviously open to those who will to
seek the ruins elsewhere than at the spot which I had now
1 Arabia Fdix, pp. 161-3.

